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Race and Education on Long Island
Long Island’s case in the film portrays a high fragmentation of life due to individualism and racism hence affecting learning. Two high schools are presented where one is doing well while at the other school the education system is flawed due to inequality and racial differences. South Side High School and Wyandanch Memorial High School are far different as demonstrated through the lives of Owen and David in their respective school life (Erase Racism, 2011). While both are African Americans students in their final year, they experience different interaction and education environment. David and Owen are initially seen as earning high grades, popular, athletic, serving in their student programs as well as having similar backgrounds of growing up under single mothers (Erase Racism, 2011). The two black students also did jobs after school at the Carvel. Their differences become evident after joining different high school where they have different opportunities and received a different education. 
Owen's school has whites as the majority hence resources are available leading to an enabling learning environment contrary to David's Wyandanch school where all are almost blacks and no whites. Race and class in Long Island's education system show that Owen’s South Side High School is well endowed with a friendly environment and support students and a community that is able to comfortably support school projects such as Rockville Centre (Erase Racism, 2011). Contrary, David’s Wyandanch Memorial School community is struggling to fund the art center and any other projects due to lack of community businesses and a low-class living caused by Long Island’s institutionalized racism. Additionally, Owen and David display more differences in social and economic opportunities given to students as Owen and colleagues can participate in other programs that David’s school cannot afford. David school's government-underfunding means he has to get distracted because of lack of fees while Owen goes on to become one of the best in his high performing school. Finally, differences in racial segregation define the final high school phase, which is evident at the end of the film as Owen is guided to join New York University while David joins a community college.
The case study of Long Island’s school biasness can also apply the interactionism sociological perspective of education, which mainly focuses on certain educational issues caused by limitations in social expectations and interactions. In Owen’s school, the social interaction is mainly determined by interaction with each other due to support offered in their education and teachers expect high performance from their students because they have almost everything to make them excel in class (Denzin, 2017). Contrary, David’s case illustrates stereotyping in terms of funding and education support due to racial differences of a population of non-whites where teachers’ expectations of students’ intellectual abilities is limited by existing learning problems such as budgetary cuts.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In this case, the interactionist perspective also studies differences in how students interact in various activities in class and outside. While Owen’s school has several interactive platforms and activities where their teachers spent more time with the class, David and his colleagues are denied similar opportunities due to limited number of teachers and other curricular activity resources, which can be seen to affect their performance in class and demean socialization schools. Therefore, it is evident that applied interactionist perspective illustrates educational differences and show different results in the overall education system at Long Island.
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